
This is Laura Swanson speaking and this is my audio description of my installation 
entitled "Display". I will provide first, a formal description of the work, and then, an 
expanded statement of my thoughts about it. 
 
"Display" (2012) is an installation of two sets of objects which resemble both trade-show 
and retail store displays. One pair of objects, entitled "Stools", has two powder-coated 
grey steel stools, of the same design, but different scale, standing on a raised white 
circular platform. The platform is 4 feet in diameter and about 10 inches off the ground. 
The larger stool is 30 inches tall, while the smaller stool is 18 inches tall. Both stools are 
standing side by side on the platform which is slowing rotating at 1 and a half 
revolutions per minute.  
 
The other pair of objects, entitled "Clothes", has two clothed dress forms on wooden 
stands of the same design, but different size, and are standing back to back. Both forms 
are wearing identical navy blue wool pea coats with red knit scarves. The larger form is 
6 feet tall and appears to be an average sized adult, while the smaller form is 4 feet tall, 
appearing to be a young child. Both forms are seemingly gender neutral.  
 
"Display" is an evolution of the ideas I introduced in "TOGETHER together", a site-
specific installation at the RISD Museum of Art (2009). The installation of 
anthropomorphized objects presented as pairs looked at how one notices bodily 
difference. After the "TOGETHER together" show, friends would send me pictures of 
identically designed, but different sized objects they encountered in everyday life. It 
turned into somewhat of a game and I became obsessed with hunting on the Internet for 
pictures of similar pairings so I too could share them with my friends. 
 
I found the best source for these pictures were actually retail shops, especially furniture, 
hardware and clothing stores. These stores have many products that are of the same 
design but different scale for the purpose of utility, or specifically fitting the body of the 
person who will own it. I found these pictures to be incredibly seductive and vulnerable 
at the same time. In a way, I was humanizing objects waiting to be bought. 
 
"Display" has quite a few meanings for me, but I'll break it down - first visually and then 
conceptually. When I discovered the stools at an online store, I found them to be very 
iconic, as if they represent collaborative learning and working, whether in a school, a 
lab, or a workshop. I also wanted to evoke the specific, romantic feeling of being at an 
Ivy League campus, specifically in the fall and winter, which "Clothes" directly responds 
to. Both pairings of objects visually express the feelings of camaraderie, innocence, 
prestige, safety, and scholarship that I experienced when I first visited Haverford 
College.  
 
The installation's distinct showroom display is meant to both attract and unsettle the 
viewer's gaze. Attract in the sense that these objects are displayed in a way that creates 
desire - a desire to look longer and examine them, and a desire to own them. And 



unsettle in the sense that because the objects are anthropomorphized, the displays 
conjure historic imagery of the human body as spectacle. More specifically, the 
conspicuous contrast between unusually large and small human bodies exhibited for 
viewer amusement during the freak shows of the mid 19th - 20th centuries.  
 
This conspicuous display of everyday objects continues my interrogation of the way one 
sees differences between human bodies. While "TOGETHER together" subtlety looked 
at ranges in scale for one to notice difference, "Display" prominently exhibits and 
transforms objects into human bodies ripe for spectatorship. 
 
 
 


